
9 seagulls stood on a wall. 8 flew away.
How many seagulls left standing on the wall?

Question 1

There are 5 fish in a fisherman's net. 4 fish escape.
How many fish are left in the net?

Question 2

There are only 2 horses on a track. If one horse leaves the track, how many horses 
are left on the track?

Question 3

There are 4 mugs of milk on a tray. 1 mug is taken off.
How many mugs of milk left on the tray?

Question 4

Mary cut a pizza into 3 pieces. After eating 1 piece, how many pieces are left?
Question 5

There are 5 frogs sitting on a lily pad. If 1 frog swims away, how many frogs are left 
sitting on the lily pad?

Question 6

Kye has 5 pencils. 2 are blue and the rest are red. How many pencils are red?
Question 7

My dog had 5 puppies. 3 are boys, how many are girls?
Question 8

Joel has 6 coins. After losing 3 coins, how many coins does Joel have left?
Question 9

Mary bought 4 packets of sweets. After giving 3 packets away, how many 
packets of sweets does she have left?

Question 10

Subtracting single digit numbers
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To calculate how many seagulls are left standing on a wall, subtract the number of 
seagulls that flew away from the number were originally on the wall. 

9 – 8 = 1

To calculate the number of fish that are left in a fisherman’s net, subtract the number of 
fish that escaped from the number of fish that were in his net originally. 

5 – 4 = 1

To calculate the number of horses that are left on the track, subtract the number of 
horses that left the track from the number of horses that were originally on the track. 

2 – 1 = 1

To calculate the number of mugs left on the tray, subtract the number of mugs that were 
taken off the tray from the number of mugs of milk that were originally on the tray. 

4 – 1 = 3

To calculate the number of pieces of pizza left, subtract the number of pieces Mary ate 
from the total number of pieces of pizza she originally had.  

3 -1 = 2

To calculate the number of frogs left on the lily pad, subtract the number of frogs that 
swam away from the number of frogs that were originally sitting on the lily pad. 

5 – 1 = 4

To calculate the number of red pencils, subtract the number of blue pencils from the total 
number of pencils Kye has. 

5 – 2 = 3

To calculate the number of girl puppies, subtract the number of boy puppies from the 
total number of puppies that the dog had.  

5 – 3 = 2

To calculate the number of coins that Joel has left, subtract the number of coins that he 
lost from the total number of coins Joel had. 

6 – 3 = 3

To calculate the number of packets of sweets Mary has left, subtract the number of 
packets of sweets she gave away from the number of packets she originally had. 

4 – 3 = 1
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